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“Inside DeKalb”
Stay entertained and informed on what’s going on in your 

county, tune to the Emmy Award Winning

DeKalb County’s chief 
jailer Dennis Cheatham has 
retired after 27 years of ser-
vice spanning the tenures of 

Thomas
Brown has appointed a 23-
year veteran jailer and former 
assistant commander Major 
Wanda Collins
Division’s top post. She as-
sumed command on Jan. 1.

Cheatham began work as a 

1979 and rose through the 
ranks to chief of jail opera-
tions.

 “The DeKalb County 

career, Cheatham said, and I 
am grateful for the opportunity 
to have been a part of what 
I feel [has become] the best 

not the nation.
“When I came to the Sher-

looking for a job. I had never 
really aspired to be in law 
enforcement, but once I was 
hired, met people in the busi-
ness and learned just exactly 
what it means to be in law 
enforcement and a public ser-
vant, I just fell in love with it.”

Cheatham said that he 
has had the opportunity to 
work with the best of the best 
who are dedicated to serving 
DeKalb’s citizens, which is 

coveted.
“I have had the pleasure 

Cheatham added, “and would 
like to thank them all for al-
lowing me the opportunity to 
serve. I especially would like 
to thank Sheriff Brown for his 

I feel I have gained through his 
leadership an ability to treat 
people like you would want to 
be treated. His dedication to 
being a public servant sets an 
example for all to follow and is 
unparalleled.”

Like Cheatham, Collins 
began her career as a detention 

pointment, has advanced to the 
top jail post. She reported for 
initial duty in 1984. 

“I am honored to have been 
selected and to bring to my 
new position the knowledge 
and experience that I have ac-
quired over the years.” 

jail manager, said she is not 
altogether new to the job of 
being in command because 
she has served in that capacity 
when others have taken vaca-
tion or other leave time.

DeKalb’s chief jailer retires, assistant 
commander takes jail’s top job
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