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MARCH 7, 2008       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES NAB 4 WANTED SUSPECTS, 1 FOR MUR DER, 
IN ATTEMPT TO SERVE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE WARRANT 

AT MEMORIAL DRIVE APARTMENT 
 

APD Officers and DeKalb Marshals Provide Backup    
 

[Note: The following account written by Public Information Officer Mikki Jones is based primarily on the incident 
report filed by Deputy Sheriff Sgt. A.K. Moore of the Sheriff’s Office Domestic Violence Unit.] 

 

DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office Field Division deputies arrested four wanted suspects, 

including one for murder, in an endeavor to serve a domestic violence-related criminal warrant at a 

Memorial Drive apartment complex Tuesday, March 4, 2008.  

The murder suspect arrested is Brian Deangelo Tripp, who was wanted in connection with the 

April 18, 2007, murder of Jamael O’Bannon at 1852 Clark Drive in Tucker. 

The arrests cleared five of the backlog of more than 40,000 warrants that the deputies are 

challenged to execute due to personnel shortages. One of the arrests also cleared warrants from 

Gwinnett and Cobb counties.  

On this particular day at Arbors of East Atlanta, 1800 Memorial Drive, at 4:30 p.m., Field 

Division Domestic Violence Unit deputies were holding DeKalb County Criminal Warrant #08W00126 

charging Danny Mitchell with “Battery Visible Harm.”  Along with their knock on the front door of 

Apartment #3 came the uncertainty that deputies encounter while working around-the-clock shifts 

seven days a week. They never know who or what waits on the other side. 

“Every warrant is treated as if it might be a murder warrant,” said Sgt. Steve Shaffer, a 24-year 

law enforcement veteran and Sheriff’s Fugitive Squad Unit supervisor. 

 “Every house that we go to is an unknown, especially for deputies working at night during 

evening or morning watch.  It’s like waking up in the middle of the night and not knowing where you 

are.  You don’t know what’s in the closet, what’s under the bed or what’s behind the shower curtain, or 

if you will be staring down the barrel of a gun.  And you can’t go home until you find out, because 

that’s our job.” 

 

--more-- 

 

 
Thomas E. Brown, Sheriff  
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Sheriff Thomas Brown further explained that deputy sheriffs are fully sworn Peace Officer 

Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.) Council certified law enforcement officers and are duty bound and 

committed to their responsibility to remove wanted felons from the streets and communities of 

DeKalb.  

At the Memorial Drive location, a deputy’s knock produced no response, except for loud noises 

from inside – the scurrying of several persons trying to leave through an upstairs back door.  The 

occupants’ exit plan proved futile, as they encountered two of the four deputies on the scene who had 

secured the residence from the back patio. Seeing the deputies, the unidentified subjects slammed 

the door and locked it.  

The occupants of Apartment #3 then began entering the attic space as another means of 

refuge or escape.  

 “Our deputies knew that we had more than one person inside. We were outnumbered,” 

Shaffer said.  

Deputies asked residents of other apartments to stay inside and radioed for backup, as 

numerous suspects were trying to elude arrest by jumping out of windows. Within 10 minutes 

additional members of the Sheriff’s Field Division Domestic Violence and Fugitive Squad units, Field 

Division Uniform Section deputies, DeKalb County Marshal’s Office and City of Atlanta police officers 

arrived and established a perimeter around the building.  

Shortly thereafter, two males and a female voluntarily came downstairs and surrendered.  The 

female said that there had been approximately 10 to 15 persons inside Apartment #3.  

 In this case we can apply that old adage, “birds of a feather . . . ,” Shaffer said. 

We are finding more and more that when we make endeavors on multiple subjects, or larger 

groups of people, we find more than one person who has outstanding warrants. Lots of criminals hang 

around together or in one place, Shaffer said.  

After entering the apartment to search for additional subjects, deputies opened a furnace room 

door and determined that the occupants had climbed up through the ceiling into the attic.  The 

deputies heard noises across the breezeway in Apartment #4, which according to the apartment 

complex maintenance man was a vacant unit. 

 

--more-- 
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As the deputies attempted to enter Apartment #4, two males later identified as murder suspect 

Brian Deangelo Tripp and armed robbery suspect Rhassaan Trami Curry jumped from a rear 

bedroom window.  A foot chase ensued, with some deputies ending up in water-soaked clothing after 

running through woods and creeks after the suspects.  

Lt. B. R. Akins, supervisor of the Domestic Violence Unit, said that during the chase Tripp 

jumped over an eight-foot fence and had separated from suspect Curry. Residents who witnessed 

parts of the chase assisted by pointing out directions in which the suspects were running. 

“’He took a right at the green truck,’ one lady yelled as we were in pursuit,” Akins said.  

 APD officers, with whom deputies had been communicating by radio, had positioned their 

vehicles at possible points where the suspects might exit the woods or other areas.  They were 

instrumental in the capture of both subjects in the Clay Street area. 

Back at the original incident scene, subjects remaining inside Apartment #4 surrendered 

without incident after deputies encountered them by a window. All subjects were transported to the 

DeKalb County Jail and lodged without further incident   

 

Per standard procedure and practice, everyone’s identification was checked for outstanding 

warrants. The two subjects who jumped out of the second story window where identified and 

outstanding warrants were confirmed: 

 

Subject :  Brian Deangelo Tripp,  DOB 03/08/1987 
Charge :  Murder 
Note: After being spotted by a deputy, taken into custody on  

Clay Street by two APD officers. 
Murder victim: Jamael O’Bannon 
Incident date: 4-18-07 
Location: 1852 Clark Drive, Tucker, GA 

 
           Brian Tripp 

Subject :  Rhassaan Trami Curry , DOB 10/03/1984  
Charges :  Armed Robbery (Felony) 

Possession Firearm by 1 st Offender (Bench Warrant)   
Possession of Marijuana (Bench Warrant) 
Gwinnett County - Possession of Firearm Convicted F elon  
Cobb County - Probation Violation 

Note:               Captured on Clay Street by two deputies and an APD officer)  
 

           
Rhassaan Trami Curry 

 

--more-- 

 



 
 

PAGE 4: MEMORIAL DRIVE ARRESTS   

 
Two subjects located inside apartment number 4: 
 
 
 
Subject:   Danny Mitchell, DOB 05/11/1980  
Charge : Battery Visible Harm 
                          
 

 
 

                                         
Danny Mitchell                               

 
 
Subject :  Geraldo Wheeler,  DOB 11/23/1989                   
Charge : Marijuana Possession (Bench Warrant)  
 

 
 
 

           
                   

                                                                                                                        Geraldo Wheeler
  ###        
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THE DEKALB COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
FUGITIVE SQUAD 

SQUAD ARRESTED 
40 MURDER SUSPECTS 

AND CLEARED 
703 AGGRAVATED 

FELONY CASES  
IN 2007.  
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